3090 VENTRICULAR ASSIST DEVICES

AEMT INTERMEDIATE PARAMEDIC
Ventricular Assist Device (VAD)
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Assess the patient

Typically, LVAD patients have no discernible pulse. Blood pressure measurement requires manual BP cuff and Doppler
which the patient may have. UG8 Other
parameters

o Level of consciousness

o Respiratory rate and work of breathing

e Signs of perfusion: skin color/temperature, capillary refill (HR >100 is hemodynamically unstable)

e Cardiac monitor, SpO,, blood glucose level, H
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e Address any - “ e Determine if VAD is running and functioning properly

problems according to protocol (Auscultate chest for whirling sounds, examine VAD

e Transport to University of control unit for alarms
Colorado Hospital for further treatment, if
practical

e Contact VAD Coordinator*

Common VAD v y

Complications e | |

VAD RUNNING VAD NOT RUNNING

'?I\,/AA e 250 mL bolus
Arrhythmias
Infections
Sepsis
Obstructions

i | |
—

Approved by EMS Medical Director October 1, 2020



3090 VENTRICULAR ASSIST DEVICES

Key Points

¢ Unstable VAD patients should be transported to the nearest appropriate facility. University of Colorado Hospital is the only
facility in the region that definitively treats VAD patients—and is therefore the preferred destination when patient condition is
stable and conditions/operational factors allow transport.

e *Contact VAD Coordinator as soon as possible at 24/7 pager # (303) 266-4522. For pediatric patients contact the
Children’s Hospital Colorado transplant coordinator pager at (303) 890-3503. Provide patient name, DOB, condition & ETA
at destination for consultation and/or if transporting to University of Colorado Hospital. VAD coordinator will call back.

¢ VAD patient family members are excellent resources to assist with patient history and evaluation/repair of VAD alarms/faults.

o |tis vital to transport the patient’s back-up batteries and emergency equipment with the patient.
¢ Device specific information for EMS can be found at: https://www.mylvad.com/medical-professionals/resource-library/ems-field-guides
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