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¢ Assess ABCs, mental status

5050 SNAKE BITE

INTERMEDIATE PARAMEDIC

o Assess for localized vs. systemic signs and symptoms
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Localized Symptoms:

¢ Pain and swelling

e Numbness, tingling to bitten part

¢ Bruising/ecchymosis

Systemic Symptoms:

o Metallic or peculiar taste in mouth

* Hypotension
o Altered mental status

o Widespread bleeding
* Other signs of shock

General Care:

Ref. Pain Management
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Be prepared to manage
airway if signs of airway
obstruction develop
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immobilized

signs/symptoms

e Monitor ABCs and for
development of systemic

e Transport with bitten part

Ref. Pain Management
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o |f there is hypotension for age and/or definite signs of shock, treat per Medical Shock.

e Prior 1% aid

Obtain specific information:

* Appearance of snake (rattle, color, thermal pit, elliptical pupils)
* Appearance of wound: location, # of fangs vs. entire jaw imprint
e Timing of bite

Ared Specific Precautions:
¢ The prairie rattlesnake is most common venomous snake bite in the region.
e Exotic venomous snakes, such as pets or zoo animals, may have different signs and symptoms than those of pit

viﬁers. In case of exotic snake bite, contact base and consult zoo staff or poison center for direction.

e Take a picture of the snake, including images of head and tail. If an adequate photo can be taken, it is not
necessary to bring snake to ED.
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